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feet in width. As it would manifestly be impossible
for human beings of normal size to occupy or use
such constricted quarters to any extent,, we can only
assume that they were devoted entirely to ceremonial
uses.
Another striking feature of the Mayan buildings
is that many of the walls slope outward or inward
instead of being perpendicular. Frequently the walls
are elaborately decorated with sculpturess as are the
stairs, and in most cases they were originally painted
in gay colors and had their interior wall surfaces
magnificently frescoed. As a rule the roofs were sur-
mounted by high, ornate and elaborate "combs" or
superstructures. These were sometimes of carved
wood, often of stone, and frequently of a cement-like
composition or stucco. The extensive use of stucco,
plaster and cement was a rather remarkable feature
of the Mayan civilization. Such materials were used
to some extent by other ancient American races; but
the Mayas carried the use of stucco to the extreme.
Not only did they employ it for covering stonework,
and for floors, but they also molded or cast it into
ornamental and decorative forms and carved it as
well. Many of the cornices and the elaborate figures
and sculptures which cover their buildings are of this
material, although at first sight they appear to be
genuine stonework. Oddly enough, too, the Mayas
apparently learned to carve stone before they carved
twood, for some of the stonework shows traces of an
earlier development of art than the woodwork, the
latter being carved and decorated in low relief pre-
cisely like ^hat of the stonework.